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PROMOTING EXCELLENCE IN
RELIGIOUS PROGRAMMES




EMBARGOED UNTIL 6pm on Tuesday 25th May 2010
Winners will remain unaware of their awards until 6pm on Tuesday 25th May 2010.  This press release is sent to you in confidence – please do not spoil the surprise by contacting any of the programme makers in advance
BBC Should Appoint a Religion Editor for News

Speaking at Lambeth Palace, Feedback presenter Roger Bolton called for the BBC to appoint a Religion editor for its news as it had some years ago appointed a Business editor.  This would improve the understanding of religious matters in its output and more importantly within BBC Television which seemed to him to be “in the hands of the secular and sceptical”.  Announcing the winners of the Sandford St Martin Trust Television Awards, he lamented the steady fall in the number of entries from all broadcasters over the past five years from 45 to 27 but praised the quality of those programmes that were entered.  

The Premier Television award went to Creation from the series The Bible: A History made by Pioneer Productions for Channel 4.  The judges particularly admired the openness of its Jewish born presenter Howard Jacobson when confronting his own loss of faith.  The Runner-Up was episode 1 of BBC Religion and Ethic’s “sumptuously illustrated” series A History of Christianity presented by Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch which also won the Radio Times Readers’ Award.  Merits were presented to 1984: A Sikh Story and Did Darwin Kill God?, both made by BBC Religion and Ethics.  

The Trust’s Premier Award for Religious Radio was won by Twin Sisters, Two Faiths made by Ladbroke Productions for BBC Radio 4.  It traced the reasons one twin was a firm Christian and one a firm Muslim and their mother’s unexpected discovery of religious belief shortly before her death.  Chair of the radio judging panel, Rabbi Roderick Young described it as “spiritually uplifting, heartbreaking and heartwarming” and praised the use of different music traditions to highlight its themes.  The BBC Radio Drama play The Understanding was the runner-up and cleverly unfolded the dilemmas raised by complications in childbirth involving Jehovah’s Witnesses.  BBC Wales won a Merit Award with Treasures Out of Darkness from the All Things Considered series and the other Merit Award was shared by BBC Coventry and Warwickshire’s Dear God and a programme from the BBC Radio 4 series Something Understood made by Loftus Productions and featuring Jean Vanier in conversation with Mark Tully on the theme of hospitality.

Finally, Rabbi Lionel Blue, one of the most idiosyncratic contributors to Thought for the Day was presented with a personal award to mark his many years of broadcasting.  He recalled his feelings when first asked to contribute to the BBC Radio 4 programme more than 30 years ago.  An elderly Rabbi had urged him to talk about the Jewish question, but he hesitated and prayed to God who told him not to get big ideas about himself.  His role in difficult economic times was to give people a reason to get up in the morning and not dive back under the duvet.  

Full details of winning programmes given below.

For further information please contact Pat Spencer, Awards Administrator on 020 7898 1796 or David Craig, the Honorary Secretary on 07939 068724.  Photographs will be available after the ceremony from Tom Howard 07885 295870 tomhowardphotography@mac.com 
Notes to editors:  The Sandford St Martin Trust was set up in 1978 to encourage excellence in religious broadcasting.  This is the second joint radio and television awards ceremony.
The Radio judges were Rabbi Roderick Young, writer and educator and formerly Principal Rabbi Finchley Reform Synagogue (Chairman); Mark Browning, Commercial Director, ITN-ON; Simon Kingston, General Secretary and CEO, SPCK; and Millie Murray, writer.
RADIO WINNERS

Premier Award (£2,000)

Twin Sisters: Two Faiths

Over a year Anna Scott-Brown explored the relationship and beliefs of twin sisters brought up in an agnostic home who both became Christians at school.  One rejected this belief but subsequently became a Muslim.  During the year their agnostic mother, who has terminal cancer, finds a faith in God despite having declared she considered death-bed conversions a ‘cop-out’.

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on 21 April 2009 (Ladbroke Productions (Radio)).  Presenter/Producer: Anna Scott-Brown; Co-Producer: Adam Fowler; Executive Producer: Richard Bannerman

Runner-Up (£1,500)

The Understanding

This play, written to complement the medical ethics programme Inside The Ethics Committee, explores the dilemma posed to a doctor performing an emergency caesarean section on a woman who is a Jehovah’s Witness and cannot accept a blood transfusion.

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4, 16 July 2009 (BBC Radio Drama).  Writer: P.G. Morgan; producers Jonquil Panting and Steven Canny; Director: David Hunter

Merit (£1,000)
All Things Considered – Treasures Out of Darkness

Roy Jenkins visits The Bush in Abertillery, headquarters of Victory Outreach UK, to hear from its staff and residents how they have been helped to combat drug abuse, alcoholism or the stigma of having been in prison.  
Broadcast on BBC Radio Wales on 20 December 2009 (BBC Wales).  Presenter: Roy Jenkins; Producer: Karen Walker

Joint Merits (£750 each)

Dear God

Between 6 December 2009 and 17 January 2010 listeners to the weekly Stuart Linnell Sunday faith programme were invited to send in their messages to God, some of which were read out on air by Stuart or by the writers.  They ranged from the upbeat to the loneliness of bereavement and were pinned to a board displayed first at the radio station and later in Coventry Cathedral.  

Broadcast on BBC Coventry & Warwickshire, 6 December 2009 to 17 January 2010.  Presenter: Stuart Linnell; Senior Producer; Susie Rack; Producers: Nav Mann and Vicki Richards; Broadcast Assistant: Keith Wedgebury 

Something Understood: Hospitality

Jean Vanier, founder of the L’Arche Community for adults with learning disabilities, talks to Mark Tully about the spiritual meaning of hospitality.

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4, 5 April 2009 (Loftus Audio Ltd). Presenter: Mark Tully; Interviewee: Jean Vanier; Producer: Elizabeth Burke

The TV judges were Roger Bolton, broadcaster (Chairman); Ruth Gledhill, Religion Correspondent, The Times; and Humera Khan, founder member An-Nisa Society 
TV WINNERS

Premier Award (£2,000)
The Bible: A History, Episode 1 – Creation
In the first of seven programmes looking at different aspects of the Bible, Howard Jacobson, a non-practising Jew, examines the importance of the Bible in what many call a godless age, focussing particularly on its creation story.

Broadcast on Channel 4 on 24 January 2010 (Pioneer Productions). Producer/director: Richard Sanders; Series Producer: Leonie Jameson; Executive Producer: Jeremy Dear

Runner-Up (£1,500)

A History of Christianity, Episode 1

Historian Diarmaid MacCulloch traces the birth and expansion of Christianity over 2000 years.  This first episode looks particularly at the church in the Middle East.

Broadcast on BBC Four, 5 November 2009 (BBC Religion and Ethics).  Executive Producer: Jean Claude Bragard; Producer/Directors Gillian Bancroft and Sian Salt; Presenter: Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch, Production Manager: Catherine Broderick

Merits (£1,000 each)

Did Darwin Kill God?

Conor Cunningham is a Christian who believes in the theory of evolution.  He sets out to disprove the view widely held today that Darwin’s revelations undermined Christian belief.  

Broadcast on BBC Two on 31 March 2009 (BBC Religion and Ethics).  Executive Producer: Jean Claude Bragard; Producer: Emily Davis; Presenter Conor Cunningham; Production Manager: Catherine Broderick

1984: A Sikh Story

Sonia Deol sets out to unravel the events at the Golden Temple of Amritsar that culminated in thousands of deaths, including assassination of Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi.
Broadcast on BBC One on 10 January 2010 (BBC Religion and Ethics).  Executive Producer: Tommy Nagra; Producer/Director: Jonathan Mayo; Presenter Sonia Deol; Production Manager: Catherine Broderick

RADIO TIMES READERS’ AWARD (announced by Radio Times Editor, Ben Preston)
A History of Christianity, Episode 1

Other programmes on the shortlists
Radio
Back to Church Sunday advert
A rhythmic poem based on the concept of ‘come as you are’ and spoken by a range of people between 16 and 75 aims to encourage people to visit their local church in September 2009.  A number of churches paid for it to be played on local commercial stations and it achieved wide publicity in the media generally.

Broadcast on various commercial stations including Real Radio Yorkshire, 21-26 September 2009 (Whistling Frog Productions). Producer: Andrew Fewster; Director: Colin Lowther

Chaos and Creation

The mythology, science and religious and political significance of the origins of the universe are reflected upon by a cosmologist, a particle physicist, a Christian minister who is also a classicist, a politician, a mythologist and an evangelical physicist.  This is all set within an analysis of Haydn’s The Creation.  

Broadcast on BBC Radio 3, 7 June 2009 (Falling Tree Productions).  Producer: Alan Hall

Darwin’s Conundrum

In the year of the 150th anniversary of the publication of On the Origin of Species, the Revd Angela Tilby sets out to discover Darwin’s changing attitude to religion throughout his life using his surviving letters and talking to people who have studied his life.

Broadcast on BBC Radio 3 on 15 February 2009 (BBC Religion and Ethics).  Producer: Phil Pegum; Presenter: Angela Tilby; Series Producer Factual: Amanda Hancox; Executive Editor, Religion and Ethics: Christine Morgan

Heart and Soul: Refuge Bethlehem

Just before Christmas Christopher Landau visits La Cherche, a children’s home in Bethlehem run by Roman Catholic nuns, to talk to the staff and meet some of the children they care for.  Many have been abandoned or are the result of rape but the home strives to provide a happy atmosphere.  

Broadcast on BBC World Service on 23 December 2009 (World Service Audio & Music Factual).  Presenter: Christopher Landau; Producer: Kristine Pommert

Pits and Pulpits

On the 25th anniversary of the miners’ strike Kate Linderholm used archive material and recent interviews to examine the part played by the churches in this bitter year-long dispute and compares it with the situation in these villages today.

Broadcast on BBC Radio Sheffield, 12 April 2009.  Producer: Presenter: Kate Linderholm; Commissioning Editor: Dean Pepall

Sally on Sunday

To mark the 500th anniversary of birth of John Calvin Sally Magnusson travels to Geneva to discover more about his beliefs and vision and reflect on how much they would transform the national psyche of Scotland.

Broadcast on BBC Radio Scotland on 27 December 2009 (BBC Scotland Religion).  Producers: Serena Field and Elaine Walker

Sunday Worship – Auschwitz

Marking the 65th year after the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps, Ed Kessler a Jew and Kevin Franz a Quaker journey to Auschwitz-Birkenau and reflect on its meaning today.

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on 31 January 2010 (BBC Scotland Religion).  Producer: Mo McCullough; Series Producer: Philip Billson; Presenters: Dr Ed Kessler and Dr Kevin Franz

Sunday Worship – Mental Health

The service led by the Revd Sharon Grenham-Toze and Andrew Graystone explores faith through the experiences of those with mental health issues.  The Daily Service Singers are directed by Paul Leddington Wright

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on 11 October 2009 (BBC Religion and Ethics).  Producer: Simon Vivian; Series Producer Music Worship: Philip Billson; Executive BBC Editor Religion and Ethics: Christine Morgan

A Tale of Two Mega Churches

Justin Brierley and his minister wife Lucy visit two American ‘mega churches’ in Houston, Texas and Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Both are led by charismatic pastors and although they have much in common the Brierleys find the former’s ‘health and wealth’ message unsettling.  They also examine how neighbouring churches cope with such overwhelming competition.

Broadcast on Premier Christian Radio on 29 January 2010.  Producer/Presenter: Justin Brierley

A Year in the Life

The Dean of Derby, the Very Revd Dr. Jeff Cuttell, draws on his previous experience as a scientist and army chaplain to produce monthly thoughts for the Sunday Breakfast programme.  In these 5 examples he reflects on war in the Balkans, visits the National War Memorial, the National Space Centre and a health spa and tries his hand at off-road rallying.

Broadcast on BBC Radio Derby between 1 March and 29 November 2009.  Producer: Jan Rogers; Contributor: Jeff Cuttell

TV

The Big Questions

Weekly discussion programme presented by Nicky Campbell.  This episode was broadcast live from Bristol and the matters under discussion by studio audience and three guests were ‘Does Islam encourage violence?’, ‘Is there too much sex on TV?’ and ‘Has religion any place in politics?’.

Broadcast on BBC One on 13 September 2009 (Mentorn Oxford).  Series Editor: Jill Robinson; Executive Producer for Mentorn: Elizabeth Clough; Executive Producer for BBC: Jacqueline Hewer

How the Celts Saved Britain, Episode 2

Two part series examining Christianity’s vital role as a bringer of literacy and technology to Britain and Ireland after the fall of the Roman Empire.

Broadcast on BBC Four on 1 June 2009 (BBC Belfast).  Producer/Director: Steven Clarke; Presenter: Dan Snow;’ Executive Producers: Paul McGuigan and Detlef Siebert

Paperless Christmas: The Adventures of Mary and Joseph – The Road Movie

The Christmas story told in nine 1-minute videos available on the website.

Published on website www.paperlesschristmas.org.uk, 1 October to 31 December 2009 (BRF in association with Jerusalem Productions).  Producers: Peter Elvy and Richard Fisher; Director: John Hamlett; Website Design: Phil Lindsay

Revelations: How Do You Know God Exists?

Antony Thomas interviews leading figures from the Church of England, Roman Catholic, Jewish, Muslim and Hindu communities in Britain asking them about their spiritual journeys, doubts, moments of revelation and how their faith shapes their lives.

Broadcast on Channel 4 on 16 August 2009 (Juniper in Association with Antony Thomas Productions).  Executive Producer: Samir Shah; Writer/Director/Producer: Antony Thomas

Trouble in Amish Paradise

The programme follows the lives of two Amish men, Ephraim and Jesse Stoltzfus who face excommunication from their church when they question fundamental aspects of their faith.  

Broadcast on BBC Two on 18 February 2009 (BBC Cymru Wales).  Director: Andrew Tait; Executive Producer: Ludo Graham
