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PROMOTING EXCELLENCE IN
RELIGIOUS PROGRAMMES




EMBARGOED UNTIL 6pm on Monday 1st June 2009
Winners will remain unaware of their awards until 6pm on Monday 1st June 2009.  This press release is sent to you in confidence – please do not spoil the surprise by contacting any of the programme makers in advance
Talent and quality win through

For the second year running readers of Radio Times voted Anglican vicar, Peter Owen Jones, their favourite – this time in his worldwide search for and participation in 80 expressions of faith.  Around the World in 80 Faiths was produced by BBC Religion and Ethics and broadcast on BBC1.
The search for raw talent amidst the run-down Manchester estate of Harpurhey won the Trust’s Premier award for religious television with Miracle on the Estate made by BBC Religion and Ethics and broadcast on BBC 1 on Good Friday 2008.  Tim Gardam, chair of judges, said it “drew its viewers into the lives of others by the artless authenticity of the characters on the estate”, as, guided by a poet, a composer and a producer they constructed, rehearsed and performed a play about Noah and the flood.

By contrast, professional excellence was the hallmark of the Premier religious radio winner, Tested, episode 4 of the collaborative series Witness, broadcast on Radio 4.  Nick Warburton’s dramatisation, based on the gospel of Luke, was “brilliantly acted and directed” and followed by a feature examining aspects of the story which was “a fine complement” to the play, said Gillian Hush.

Television runners-up were episode 3 of The Passion, Frank Deasy’s dramatisation of Jesus’ trial and death, shown on BBC1, and Antony Thomas’s exploration of the history and importance of The Qur’an, broadcast on Channel 4.  The Merit prize was awarded to the Channel 4 programme which examined the scourge of superstition in Africa, Saving Africa’s Witch Children.

Radio’s runner-up was Christmas Awakening, personal reflections by a poet, a musician and a minister on Christmas, broadcast on BBC Scotland, and the merit awards went to Heart and Soul: Fatwas, a BBC World Service programme explaining the real meaning of fatwas, and to Let Us Pod – Bereavement, a personal reflection originally made for the Roman Catholic diocesan of Clifton website, subsequently broadcast on BCfm Community Radio for Bristol.
Presenting the awards, the Trust’s new Chairman, the Bishop of Croydon, Nick Baines, urged broadcasting commissioners to take seriously the place of religious programmes in their schedules.  “Contrary to some of the simplistic caricatures we frequently encounter, good religious broadcasting is not about massaging the prejudices or affections of a few odd people who do odd things; rather, it involves taking people and the world seriously”.  

Full details of winning programmes given below.

For further information please contact Pat Spencer, Awards Administrator on 020 7898 1796 or David Craig, the Honorary Secretary on 07939 068724.  Photographs will be available after the ceremony from Tom Howard 07885 295870 tomhowardphotography@mac.com 
Notes to editors:  The Sandford St Martin Trust was set up in 1978 to encourage excellence in religious broadcasting.  This is the first joint radio and television awards ceremony.
The Radio judges were Gillian Hush, MBE, former BBC Radio producer (chairman); Ron Coles, pioneer local radio producer; and the Revd Martin Short, Chaplain to the Bishop in Canterbury.
RADIO WINNERS

Premier Award (£2,000)

Witness Episode 4 - Tested

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on 20 December 2007. A collaboration between BBC Drama and Religion and Ethics - Producers: Jonquil Panting (Drama), Rosie Dawson (Religion and Ethics); Presenter of documentary: Ernie Rea; Executive Producer: Christine Morgan, Researcher: Kathryn Blennerhassett

Specially written dramas by Nick Warburton broadcast over a week telling the story of Jesus’ life and death based on the gospel of Luke, each followed a feature exploring aspects of the story.  Episode 4 deals with his trial and crucifixion.

Runner-Up (£1,500)

Christmas Awakening

Broadcast on BBC Radio Scotland on 25 December 2008.  Producer: Mo McCullough

The poet Kenneth Steven, musician Catherine Fish and minister Owain Jones take us to places which bring Christmas alive for them.

Merits (£1,000 each)
Let Us Pod - Bereavement

Broadcast on BCfm Community Radio for Bristol on 12 January 2009.  Presenter: Peter Hobbs, Producer: Mary Colwell

Peter Hobbs reflects on his life and faith since 2002 when his wife Caroline was diagnosed with breast cancer.  She died in 2004.  Programmes made originally for the website of the Roman Catholic diocese of Clifton and subsequently broadcast on BCfm.

Heart and Soul – Fatwas
Broadcast on BBC World Service on 27 November 2007.  Presenter: Eva Dadrian; Producer: Katy Hickman; Executive Producer: Emily Kasriel

In the West the fatwa is linked to the death threat to Salman Rushdie but for many Muslims it the bridge between the principles of their faith and modern life.  Heart and Soul investigates examples in Egypt today.

The TV judges were Tim Gardam, Principal of St. Anne’s College, Oxford and member of Ofcom Board (chairman); The Very Revd Dr John Hall, Dan of Westminster Abbey; Sara Nathan, OBE, Editorial Adviser to BBC Trust; and Catherine Pepinster, Editor, The Tablet
TV WINNERS

Premier Award (£2,000)
Miracle on the Estate

Broadcast on BBC One on 21 March 2008 (BBC Religion and Ethics). Producer/Director: Chris Salt; Executive Producer: Hugh Faupel; Researcher: Nick Holden-Sim; Writers: Michael Symmons Roberts and James Atherton 

The residents of a tough Manchester housing estate join forces with a poet, a composer and a director to produce their own Mystery Play based on the story of the flood, uncovering in the process a sense of community and untapped talent.

Joint Runners-Up (£1,500 each)
The Passion, Episode 3

Broadcast on BBC One on 21 March 2008 (BBC Drama/Deep Indigo/HBO co-production).  Writer Frank Deasy; Director: Michael Offer; Producer: Nigel Stafford-Clark

Final part of a dramatisation of last week of Jesus’ life based on the gospels and contemporary historical sources.

The Qur’an

Broadcast on Channel 4 on 14 July 2008 (Juniper).  Executive Producer: Samir Shah; Producer/Director/Writer: Antony Thomas

A journey through the Muslim world to discover how a text that inspires peace and tolerance for the majority can also allow a minority to find justification for violent conflict and terrorism.

Merit (£1,000)
Dispatches: Saving Africa’s Witch Children

Broadcast on Channel 4 on 12 November 2008 (Red Rebel/Southern Star Factual co-production).  Narrator: Sophie Okonedo; Producers/Directors: Mags Gavan and Joost Van der Valk; Executive Producers: Alice Keens-Soper and Paul Woolwich

Englishman Gary Foxcroft raises money to help Nigerian Sam Itauma care for children who have been violently exorcised after being accused of witchcraft.  Gary is also trying to get the local government to protect them from the “Christian” pastors undertaking such exorcisms.

RADIO TIMES READERS’ AWARD
Around the World in 80 Faiths, Episode 1
Broadcast on BBC2 on 2 January 2009 (BBC Religion and Ethics)
Anglican priest Peter Owen Jones travelled he world to witness an extraordinary range of religious experiences.  In the first episode he went to Australasia to find out how tribal faiths have survived into the 21st century.
Other programmes on the shortlists
Radio

All Things Considered – Dr Gary Parker

Broadcast on BBC Radio Wales on 20 July 2008.  Presenter: Roy Jenkins; Producer: Lisa Hawkins

Gary Parker uses his surgical skill to repair the deformed faces of some of the poorest people in the world aboard the Africa Mercy ship.  He discusses his work and Christian faith with Roy Jenkins.

All Things Considered – John Humphrys

Broadcast on BBC Radio Wales on 11 November 2007 Presenter: Roy Jenkins; Producer: Lisa Hawkins

John Humphrys discusses his recently published book In God We Doubt and his lifelong search for God with Roy Jenkins.

The Child Preachers

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on 18 April 2008. Presenter: John McCarthy; Producer: Kirsten Dwight (CTVC)

Child preachers aged between 6 and 15 are a growing phenomenon in America.  John McCarthy visits a handful and finds a picture more complex than he had imagined.

A Country Parish – St Peter’s, Alton

Broadcast between March 2008 and February 2009 on BBC Radio Stoke and website.  Producer Mary Fox.

A year long project examining the life of the members of St Peter’s in Alton, a village in Staffordshire.  The 5 extracts include interviews with the vicar, assistant clergy, the area Bishop, a member of the congregation talking about how her faith helped her through personal tragedy and another describing his handwritten and specially illustrated history of the church.

Mark Prince – Journey from Anger to Forgiveness

Broadcast on Premier Christian Radio on 19 May 2008.  Presenter/Producer: Justin Brierley

Promising young footballer Kiyan Prince was stabbed to death outside his school in 2006.  His father Mark relates his emotional and spiritual journey during the following two years.

The Moral Maze – from Cheltenham Science Festival

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on11 June 2008.  Presenter: Michael Buerk; Producer: Phil Pegum; Researcher: Charlotte King; Executive Producer: Christine Morgan (BBC Religion and Ethics)

Melanie Philips, Michael Portillo, Clifford Longley and Claire Fox cross-examine 4 scientists on the current battle between some scientists and religion.

Prayer for the Day

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on 8, 10 and 13 November 2008.  Presenter: Anna Magnusson; Producer: Mo McCullough (BBC Radio Scotland)

Early morning reflections for Remembrance week.

Radio Leeds Breakfast – Good Friday

Broadcast on BBC Radio Leeds on 21 March 2008.  Producer: Richard Staples

What is the meaning of Good Friday?  What do kisses mean and how can they mask true feelings? Vox pops and readings of the story of the crucifixion.  

Sounds of Christmas

Broadcast on Pennine FM on 25 December 2008.  Producer: Sandra Conaghan (Whistling Frog Radio Group)

Opinions about Christmas plus the story of Christmas told from Mary’s point of view with music appropriate for Pennine FM’s audience.

Sunday Worship – the Wedding Service

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on 31 August 2008.  Producer: Simon Vivian; Series Producer: Philip Billson; Executive Producer: Christine Morgan (BBC Religion and Ethics)

Steve and Zoe’s wedding service from St. Andrew’s Church, Rugby plus their thoughts leading up to the big day.

Up All Silent Night

Broadcast on County Sound Radio, Guildford on 25 December 2008.  Made by GRF Christian Radio

The Christmas story unfolding live through the night on “Radio Bethlehem”.  The feature aims to entertain and provoke thought.

TV
Christianity: A History – Programme 1, Jesus the Jew

Broadcast on Channel 4 on 11 January 2009 (Pioneer Productions/CTVC co-production in association with FremantleMedia Enterprises). Director: David Batty; Executive Producer: Jeremy Dear
Howard Jacobson examines the origins and consequences of Christian belief and argues that, although Christianity originated in devout Judaism, for Jews it has by and large been a calamity.

Florence Nightingale

Broadcast on BBC One on 1 June 2008 (BBC Religion and Ethics co-production).  Producer/Director: Norman Stone (1A Productions); Producer: Roger Childs (1A Productions); Writer: Kenneth Cavander (1A Productions); Executive Producers: Jean-Claude Bragard (BBC), Carol Sennett (BBC), Nick Stuart (CTVC), Bill Reilly (Faith and Values), Sue Keane (8th Day), Jeff Webber (Lightworks)

Dramatisation of life of Florence Nightingale’s work in the Crimea and her subsequent spiritual and emotional breakdown.


Martin Luther King: American Prophet

Broadcast on BBC Two on 29 March 2008 (BBC Religion and Ethics). Producer/Director: Iwan Russell Jones; Executive Producer: Jean-Claude Bragard; Researcher: Kathryn Blennerhasset; Presenter: Oona King

An examination of Martin Luther King’s Baptist beliefs and his mission to ‘redeem the soul of America’.

A Short Stay in Switzerland

Broadcast on BBC One on 25 January 2009 (BBC Drama). 

Executive Producer: Ruth Caleb; Producer: Liz Trubridge; Director: Simon Curtis; Writer: Frank McGuinness

Dramatisation of the true story of Dr Anne Turner who discovered she had an incurable neurological disease similar to that which killed her husband.  She decides to go to Switzerland for help in ending her life and has to seek the assent of her children to do this.

A Sikh’s Journey Home

Broadcast on BBC One on 27 October 2008 (BBC Religion and Ethics/Braidmore Films). Producer: Monika Braid; Director: Maciej Gorski; Executive Producer: Jean-Claude Bragard

A year in the life of the Mankoo family, Sikhs from Kenya who have lived in London for 30 years.

Sunday Life, Programme 1

Broadcast on BBC One on 20 April 2008 (True North Productions). Executive Producers: Andrew Sheldon and Dave Stanford; Series Producer: Adam Purver

Gill Hicks lost both her legs in the 7 July 2005 London bombings.  She talked to presenter Louise Minchin about her life since, the campaign group MAD for Peace and her plans to walk from Leeds to London.

The Troubles I’ve Seen

Broadcast on ITV1 on 28 October 2008 (Bite Yer Legs).  Director: Paul Copeland; Executive Producers Isobel Williams and Keith Bunker; Presenter: Eamonn Holmes

Eamonn talks to well known people who grew up in Northern Ireland during the troubles including Patrick Kielty, James Nesbitt, Barry McGuigan and Gloria Hunniford

The Vicar of Baghdad

Broadcast on ITV1 on 25 May 2008 (Mentorn).  Presenter: Rageh Omaar; Director: Nick Reade; Executive Producers: Sam Collyns and Steve Anderson

Rageh Omaar travels to Baghdad to meet Andrew White, Anglican Chaplain in Baghdad and accompanies him as he conducts services and meets a diverse range of people against the backdrop of continued conflict.

